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of eightpence a week. The hostel in which he
lodged them was a house he hired in Horsemonger
Street (Broad Street), facing the moat and city wall.
But before he had made any provision for the permanent
endowment of his scholars Balliol died. A close con-
nection had apparently from the first been established
between the hall and the Franciscans. One of the
agents by whom Balliol's dole had been distributed
was a Franciscan friar. Now, under the guidance
and probably at the instigation of the friar Richard
of Slikeburne, whom she appointed her attorney in
the business, Lady Dervorguilla of Galloway, the
widow of John of Balliol, set herself to secure 'the
welfare of her husband's scholars. Since his death the
very existence of the newly formed society had been
in jeopardy. The Lady Dervorguilla then addressed
a letter to the procurators or agents of Balliol's dole,
instructing them to put in force a code of statutes
which was no doubt in great part merely a formal
statement of customs already established at the Old
Balliol Hall. She next fitted up the north aisle of
the parish church (S. Mary Magdalen) for the use of
her scholars; she endowed them with lands in
Northumberland, and purchased for their dwelling-
place three tenements east of Old Balliol Hall. These
tenements, which were south-west of the present front
quadrangle, and faced the street, were soon known as
New Balliol Hall or Mary Hall. The xvhole of the
site of the front quadrangle was acquired by the Society
as early as 1310.

A few years later (1327) the scholars built them-
selves a chapel, part of which, said to be preserved in
the dining-room of the Master's House, forms an
interesting link between the original scholars of Balliol
and the modern Society which is connected with the
name of Dr Jowett. The statutes, which had been
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